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seeing to have been ^MAisssful in its work than might have
been supposed, ^^i^l^pence jknd impurity have usually
been a ,^ltara^|Leristi<|^^^^rin the Celtic races, they -have
urse ofWench fiistory. They appear to have
1'vices of the old Irish tribes, and the Church
Hgde Very little impression on them. It has been the glory
"of 1he*fkrgy of a later time, to have freed Ireland from this
reproach to\ remarkable
* '                 '                              VJ!,
period therefore, Imand, we repeat, was an Aryan
of a somewfea^arc^^ type, yet, unquestionably, in a
progress, and jthagg^p' differing from the communities
r greater part of Europe, 'now beginning to grow into
nations^ still exhibiting points of resemblance to
tbe|n. Notwithstanding continual feuds and troubles, society
ia Ireland was kept together by a dependence of orders clearly
narked, if--^^definite than that of the feudal system; and
xaditional custom and immemorial usage, we may rest assured,
bad immense influence. As in the case of all the Celtic races,
the Irish were passionately^attached to their chiefs; the devotion
of the Celt, indeed, to persons as contrasted to laws, to rulers,
if-great, rather than to institutions, is one of his most distinctive
qualities; it appears strikingly in, the history of France.
We may next briefly survey the advance made by the
Irish in the arts of war and of peace. The rude assem-
blages of the warriors of the tribes were probably even in a
less sense armies, than the hosts called together by the rulers
of the Franks, or even than the levies of Egbert and Alfred;
and, at a later period, the weapons of the Irish soldier were
very infrjior to those of the Norman and Saxon. But the
Celtic races have always excelled in war, if this excellence has
been rendered, in some degree, fruitless, by certain defects in
their brilliant qualities; and they have shown a singular
aptitude, in every age, to fall in with the usages of other races
in the field, to serve with distinction in foreign armies, and to